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Ar t  I nst al l at i on/ Exper i ment al  
Et hnogr aphy pr oduced i n 

col l abor at i on wi t h Abdel Her nández
f or  t he semi nar  “ Ar t i st s i n 
Tr ance” at  t he Ant hr opol ogy 

depar t ment ,  Ri ce Uni ver si t y,  
Houst on,  Texas,  i n 1997.



The pr ocess of  cr eat i on i nvol ved et hnogr aphi c 
r esear ch and i nvest i gat i on,  however ,  t he 
out come was not  a wor k of  anal ysi s or  a 

r epr esent at i on but  a par t i cul ar  chr onot ope,  t o 
use Bakht i n' s expr essi on,  f or  a dr ama.  The 

i nst al l at i on does not  at t empt  t o r epr esent  t he 
mar ket  by an et hnogr aphi c st udy,  but  by a mi se-

en- scène.  Act ual l y,  t he const r uct i on of  t he 
TMFH i nst al l at i on,  wi t h t he i nvol vement  of  

numer ous peopl e f r om t he act ual  mar ket pl ace 
t hey r esear ched,  i s qui t e di f f er ent  t han a mer e 

r epr esent at i on as mi se- en- scène.  I t  was mor e 
t he cr eat i on of  a sor t  of  i magi nar y of  t he 

peopl e i nvol ved i n t he mar ket pl ace wor ki ng wi t h 
Her nández and Cal zadi l l a,  maki ng i nt r i cat e 

deci si ons about  space,  l i ght ,  mat er i al s et c.
Geor ge Mar cus,  2002

Manuscr i pt



Fi el dwor k at  t he Mar acay Mar ket pl ace



At  t he Mer cado de Qui nt a Cr espo



Mer cado de Qui nt a Cr espo



Sai nt s and her bs,  Qui nt a Cr espo



Her bs and veget abl es at  t he Mer cado de Qui nt a Cr espo



Joaqui n,  
cheese vendor ,  Qui nt a Cr espo



Manuel ,  Mer cado de Qui nt a Cr espo



Car l os and t he dr i ed f r ui t s,  Qui nt a Cr espo



Cal zadi l l a con Fr anci sco,  t he or ange vendor



Bet ween ar t  and Ant hr opol ogy,  at  Ri ce Uni ver si t y ,  Houst on.



The i nst al l at i on i n t he Ar t ’ s Cour t yar d.



Bet ween Ar t e and Ant hr opol ogy,  Ri ce Uni ver s i t y.



Ent er i ng El  Mer cado de Acá



Readi ng t he st r eet  vendor s not es



St r eet  Vendor  Sect i on
( det ai l )



St r eet  Vendor  Sect i on ( cei l i ng det ai l )



St r eet  Vendor  Sect i on ( bed and al t ar )



The f l oor  at  t he cr oss



Al t ar  at  t he cr oss



The et hnogr apher ’ s pl ace
( det ai l )



The et hnogr apher ’ s not es



Looki ng f r om t he 
et hnogr apher ’ s pl ace



Looki ng at  t he et hnogr apher ’ s pl ace



Text s t hat  f l oat  and speak of  et hnogr aphy



The shoes at  t he et hnogr apher ’ s  pl ace



The et hnogr apher ’ s desk



Ent er i ng t he Yer bat er o Sect i on



Pot i ons at  t he Yer bat er o Sect i on



Her bs and Al t ar



Of f er i ngs



“ Thi s i s t he t abl e wher e I  cut  your  i mage”



Car r i age



The Femal e Vendor s Sect i on



Exi t  t hr ough t he par t y



At  t he par t y ,  al r eady goi ng out


